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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND TOURISM COMMITTEE – 13th September 2018 at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr Peacock (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs Mainstone (Vice Chairman)
Cllr D Favor (Deputy Town Mayor)

Councillors: Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Hodges, 

Also Present:  The Town Clerk, Town Promotions Manager, Estates Manager and Cemetery 
and Compliance Officer and one member of the public.  

115 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

It was asked what the Councils intention was for St Margaret’s Loop with regards 
Cycle and Walk ways. It was commented that a group of volunteers from the town 
may well be willing to litter pick and help with clean up and restoration when this 
started.

The Chairman thanked the member of the public for this and advised that there have 
been discussions ongoing for a while, the Council is committed to this path being 
brought to fruition, but as one of three landowners (and the smallest owner) we are 
part of the process and unable to push this as fast as we would like.  A further update 
will come later in the agenda.         

116 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Matthews MSDC
Cllr Sweatman MSDC
Cllr Whittaker (Town Mayor) Mayoral Duties
Cllr Wyan MSDC 

117 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs Mrs Bennett and Mrs Mainstone gave personal declarations for item 10.  

118  MINUTES

To approve the Minutes of the meetings held 14th June 2018

RESOLVED: that the chairman sign the minutes of 14th June 2018 as the 
true and correct minutes of the meeting   

119 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
o Xmas light switch on 17th November will be at 5pm at will be the start of the 

Christmas Festival; the Big Reveal will follow the lights that night. 
o The Rotary tree of light will be switched on at 4pm the following Saturday 24th

November
o The Christmas Market will be on 2nd December in London Road. 
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o Highfields and Ransom Strips - we have visited the property to inspect the 
parts in our ownership and have seen all is well.  We do not intend to visit 
every year but have established a relationship with the owners and asked 
them to let us know If any work needs doing at any time, we will probably go 
back again in about 5-6 years if there has been no call to do so before.

In response to questions it was felt that the Council had ensured that their ownership rights 
were secure and it remained a curious ownership.  It was commented that we have asserted 
the responsibility to keep the fence panels in good order along the West Lane border and 
the tree at the Dexter Drive facing strip.   

120 TOWN PROMOTIONS MANAGERS REPORT

The Chairman introduced the report thanking the staff councillors and volunteers who 
assist with East Court Live. It had been another successful year. It was regretted that 
Feast Grinstead had been cancelled and he knew that some Councillors regretted 
the decision, however it had been taken as a delegated Decision and he would ask 
Mrs Spalding to explain more behind the decision.       

Mrs Spalding explained that Feast Grinstead was always supposed to be about local 
providers; however it had been non local commercial providers in the first year which 
by the second year were less popular with the public.  The Italian Market that had 
been a feature has also gone out of business.   Therefore the format and the vendors 
needed more thought.  Struggling to get the support from the vendors, to make it an 
event and likely to firstly attract the public and secondly provide a reasonable return 
for the vendors meant that the risk of the event failing and reputationally damaging 
the event going forward.  She wants to give it more thought and bring it back bigger 
and better to ensure that it is well received and supported.  The Committee 
acknowledged that it had been a tough decision agreed it had been the correct one. 

Mrs Spalding also advised that this year at East Court Live we had applied ourselves 
to separating the recycling and rubbish which had worked very well.      

The remainder of the report was noted 

121 ESTATE MANAGERS REPORT

The Chairman introduced the report; the committee were circulated with the tables 
and figures for expenditure and then considered the handrails for the east court 
terrace steps.

RESOLVED:  should planning permission be granted the installation 
of handrails will be undertaken and the costs will be met from the
existing repairs and renewals budget.

Mrs Merricks also advised the Committee that she is pursuing a licence from West 
Sussex to paint the lamp posts in the High Street due to the flaking paint, while we 
are not the owners, there is no schedule for this work, therefore the Town Council will 
undertake it and look to involve volunteers from the Council, staff and volunteers to 
do so.  Committee felt this was a good idea.  

The remainder of the report was noted 
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122 BURIAL REPORT

The report was noted with thanks. Miss Jones also advised that officers are starting 
to look at other entrances to the Queens Road Cemetery as we need a new public 
entrance for when it is reopened.    

The report was noted      

123 DELEGATED DECISIONS

The Chair advised that there had been two delegated decisions, the first was the 
decision to cancel Feast Grinstead, and the second to all the Police and Crime 
Commissioner to use the Meridian Hall free of charge for a public engagement 
meeting.  

124 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL CONTRACTS 

The Chairman suggested a watching brief to see what happens but feels it will be 
prudent for the council to ensure there is budgetary enhancement to be able to 
respond if it is clear that the town will suffer following the withdrawal of the service.   
There was a conversation concerning weed spraying and the controversial nature of 
this for some members of the public. 

The report was noted 

125 EAST COURT LIVE AND SESTERCENTENNIAL OF EAST COURT 2019 

The report was noted and the responses from the survey to be reacted to next year 
including advice as to positioning of shade and shelter umbrellas and tents.  The 
Clerk advised that the flowerbeds that the Estate Manager was putting in this year 
were partly to ensure that the walls are not routinely climbed on, the walls are old and 
the condition cannot be relied upon. 

RESOLVED: The underspend from this year to be carried forward to 
next year to assist in East Court Live and other 2019 council events.   

The Committee then discussed the upcoming sestercentennial, the committee were 
keen to see the anniversary marked, additional ideas such as a costume parade, the 
interior of the house being transformed to “how it was when built” and period funfair 
were all thrown in.  The Committee would discuss ideas further.  

126     ST MARGARETS LOOP

The Chairman reminded everyone of the history to date on the project, he advised 
that the meeting with Railway Paths had indicated that they were looking to some 
type of development on their piece of the land at the mouth to the loop and had 
wanted to know what would be acceptable.   At this stage EGTC and MSDC were 
unable to comment.  The EG neighbourhood plan refers to the cycle way and walk 
way, other development would not be favoured, however if it were complementary it 
may be acceptable. It would all be subject to planning rules. 
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In response to questions it was not envisaged that any infill would bring the height to 
street level, but would accommodate additional entrance and exit from the loop, due 
to the gradient, this may mean that some infill to raise the loop to meet appropriate 
access would be needed.   It was also noted that this linked with the cycle and walk 
ways group that are looking at cycle routes in the town. 

127    IMBERHORNE ALLOTMENT LEASE

The report was noted with the pleasure that security of a long lease would be given to 
the allotment association.    

128 SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE

Resolved: To agree to the Council paying a contribution in the region of £400 
for a SID in joint purchase with the northern cluster, funds to come from the 
campaign initiative fund.  

129 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.31 pm.

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


